Teen Books

REALISTIC
FICTION

THE INEXPLICABLE
LOGIC OF MY LIFE
by Benjamin Alire Saenz
The first day of senior year:
Everything is about to change. Until
this moment, Sal has always been
certain of his place with his adoptive
gay father and their loving MexicanAmerican family. But now his own
history unexpectedly haunts him,
and life-altering events force him and
his best friend, Samantha, to
confront issues of faith, loss, and
grief.
Suddenly Sal is throwing punches,
questioning everything, and
discovering that he no longer knows
who he really is—but if Sal’s not who
he thought he was, who is he?

FAR FROM
THE TREE
by Robin Benway

After getting pregnant at
sixteen and putting her baby up
for adoption, Grace, an only
child who was adopted at birth,
goes looking for her biological
family. She finds an older
brother and younger sister, but
she struggles to find the
balance between her cautious
joy at discovering two brandnew family members and the
gaping loneliness that lingers in
the space her daughter once
held.

PIECING ME
TOGETHER
by Renee Watson
Jade believes she must get out of her
neighborhood if she’s ever going to
succeed. Her mother says she has to
take every opportunity. She has. She
accepted a scholarship to a mostlywhite private school and even
Saturday morning test prep
opportunities. But some
opportunities feel more demeaning
than helpful. Like an invitation to join
Women to Women, a mentorship
program for “at-risk” girls. Except
really, it’s for black girls. From “bad”
neighborhoods.
Friendships, race, privilege, identity—
this compelling and thoughtful story
explores the issues young women
face.

MOXIE
by Jennifer Mathieu
Vivian Carter is fed up. Fed up with
her small-town Texas high school
that thinks the football team can do
no wrong. Fed up with sexist dress
codes and hallway harassment. But
most of all, Viv Carter is fed up with
always following the rules.
Viv’s mom was a punk rock Riot Grrrl
in the ’90s, so now Viv takes a page
from her mother’s past and creates a
feminist zine that she distributes
anonymously to her classmates.
She’s just blowing off steam, but
other girls respond. Pretty soon Viv
is forging friendships with other
young women across the divides of
cliques and popularity rankings, and
she realizes that what she has
started is nothing short of a girl
revolution.

DEAR MARTIN
by Nic Stone
Justyce McAllister is top of his class
and set for the Ivy League—but none
of that matters to the police officer
who just put him in handcuffs. And
despite leaving his rough
neighborhood behind, he can't
escape the scorn of his former peers
or the ridicule of his new classmates.
Then comes the day Justyce goes
driving with his best friend, Manny,
windows rolled down, music turned
up—way up, sparking the fury of a
white off-duty cop beside them.
Words fly. Shots are fired. Justyce
and Manny are caught in the
crosshairs. In the media fallout, it's
Justyce who is under attack.

DUMPLIN'
by Julie Murphy

Sixteen-year-old
Willowdean wants to prove
to everyone in her small
Texas town that she is
more than just a fat girl, so,
while grappling with her
feelings for a co-worker
who is clearly attracted to
her, Will and some other
misfits prepare to compete
in the beauty pageant her
mother runs.

THE UNLIKELY
HERO OF ROOM 13B
by Teresa Toten

Adam not only is trying to
understand his OCD,
while trying to balance
his relationship with his
divorced parents, but
he's also trying to
navigate through the
issues that teenagers
normally face, namely the
perils of young love

INFINITE IN
BETWEEN
by Carolyn Mackler

Five students who
meet in freshman
orientation agree to
write notes to their
future selves and
promise to reunite in
exactly four years
when they are ready
to graduate from high
school.

THE UPSIDE OF
UNREQUITED
by Becky Albertalli

Avoiding relationships to
protect her sensitive
heart, plus-sized Molly
supports her oncecynical twin, Cassie, when
the latter has her own
bout of lovesickness, a
situation that is
complicated by sibling
dynamics and an
unexpected romantic
triangle.

THIS SIDE OF
SALVATION
by Jeri Smith-Ready

After his older brother is
killed, David turns to
anger and his parents to
religion, but just as
David's life is beginning to
make sense again his
parents press him and
his sister to join them in
cutting worldly ties to
prepare for the Rush,
when the faithful will be
whisked off to heaven.

GOODBYE
DAYS
by Jeff Zetner

Carver Briggs never thought a
simple text would cause a fatal
crash, killing his three best friends,
Mars, Eli, and Blake. Carver can't
stop blaming himself for the
accident, and a judge is pressuring
the district attorney to open up a
criminal investigation. Eli's girlfriend,
Carver's therapist, and Blake's
grandmother ask Carver to spend a
"goodbye day" with them to share
their memories and say a proper
farewell. As other families ask for
their own goodbye day with Carver,
will it mean making peace with their
losses, or bring Carver one step
closer to a complete breakdown-and possibly prison?

FINDING
AUDREY
by Sophie Kinsella

Fourteen-year-old
Audrey is making slow
but steady progress
dealing with her
anxiety disorder
when Linus comes
into the picture and
her recovery gains
momentum.

THE PAIN EATER
by Beth Goobie
She hadn't told anyone. Not a single
soul. Not one word about that night had
ever passed Maddy Malone's lips. She'd
thought about it at first - had been
desperate to tell. But then had come the
shame, and the intimidation from the
boys who raped her - and the one who
held her down. Now it's the beginning of
a new school year and Maddy is hoping
that she can continue to hide, making
herself as quiet and small as possible.
But when her English class is given the
assignment of writing a collaborative
novel about a fifteen-year-old girl, The
Pain Eater, fact and fiction begin to meet
up. When the boys spread rumors
about Maddy, she realizes that
continuing to hide the truth will only give
them more control, and she slowly gains
the courage.

THE HATE U
GIVE
by Angie Thomas

After witnessing her
friend's death at the hands
of a police officer, Starr
Carter's life is complicated
when the police and a local
drug lord try to intimidate
her in an effort to learn
what happened the night
Kahlil died.

EXIT PURSUED
BY A BEAR
by E.K. Johnston

At cheerleading camp, Hermione
is drugged and raped, but she is
not sure whether it was one of
her teammates or a boy on
another team--and in the
aftermath she has to deal with
the rumors in her small Ontario
town, the often awkward reaction
of her classmates, the rejection
of her boyfriend, the discovery
that her best friend, Polly, is gay,
and above all the need to
remember what happened so
that the guilty boy can be
brought to justice.

CONVICTION
by Kelly Loy Gilbert

Ten years ago, God gave
Braden a sign, a promise that his
family wouldn't fall apart the way
he feared. But Braden got it
wrong: his older brother, Trey,
has been estranged from the
family for almost as long, and his
father, the only parent Braden
has ever known, has been
accused of murder. The arrest of
Braden's father, a well-known
Christian radio host has sparked
national media attention. His fate
lies in his son's hands; Braden is
the key witness in his father's
upcoming trial.

A THOUSAND
BOY KISSES
by Tillie Cole

When Rune Kristiansen returns
from his native Norway to the
sleepy town of Blossom Grove,
Georgia, where he befriended
Poppy Litchfield as a child, he
has just one thing on his mind.
Why did the girl who was one
half of his soul, who promised to
wait faithfully for his return, cut
him off without a word of
explanation? Rune's heart was
broken two years ago when
Poppy fell silent. When he
discovers the truth, he finds
that the greatest heartache is
yet to come.

LOVE AND OTHER
UNKNOWN VARIABLES
by Shannon Lee Alexander

Charlie Hanson has a clear
vision of his future. A senior
at Brighton School of
Mathematics and Science, he
knows he’ll graduate, go to
MIT, and inevitably discover
solutions to the universe’s
greatest unanswered
questions. He’s that smart.
But Charlie’s future blurs the
moment he reaches out to
touch the tattoo on a
beautiful girl’s neck.

BETTER OFF FRIENDS
by Elizabeth Eulberg

For Macallan and Levi, it was friends
at first sight. They hang out after
school, share tons of inside jokes,
their families are super close, and Levi
even starts dating one of Macallan’s
friends. They are platonic and happy
that way.
Eventually they realize they’re best
friends — which wouldn’t be so bad if
they didn’t keep getting in each
other’s way. Guys won’t ask Macallan
out because they think she’s with Levi,
and Levi spends too much time joking
around with Macallan, and maybe not
enough time with his date. They can’t
help but wonder . . . are they more than
friends or are they better off without
making it even more complicated?

A LITTLE SOMETHING
DIFFERENT
by Shannon Lee Alexander
The creative writing teacher, the
delivery guy, the local Starbucks
baristas, his best friend, her roommate,
and the squirrel in the park all have one
thing in common—they believe that
Gabe and Lea should get together. Lea
and Gabe are in the same creative
writing class. They get the same pop
culture references, order the same
Chinese food, and hang out in the
same places. Unfortunately, Lea is
reserved, Gabe has issues, and
despite their initial mutual crush, it
looks like they are never going to work
things out. But somehow even when
nothing is going on, something is
happening between them, and
everyone can see it.
Surely Gabe and Lea will figure out that
they are meant to be together....

