Heated Rivalry Romance Readalikes

Icebreaker by A.L. Graziadei

Seventeen-year-old Mickey James Il is a college freshman, a brother to five
sisters, and a hockey legacy. With a father and a grandfather who have gone down
in NHL history, Mickey is almost guaranteed the league's top draft spot. The only
} person standing in his way is Jaysen Caulfield, a contender for the #1 spot and
Mickey's infuriating (and infuriatingly attractive) teammate. When rivalry turns to

B something more, Mickey will have to decide what he really wants, and what he's
willing to risk for it.

g ” ] Something Wild and Wonderful by Anita Kelly

Alexei Lebedev’s journey on the Pacific Crest Trail begins with a single snake.
WMJ/&W/ And it is angling for the hot stranger who seemed to have appeared out of thin air.
5:“ Lex is prepared for rattlesnakes, blisters, and months of solitude. What he isn’t
= prepared for is Ben Caravalho. But somehow—on a 2,500-mile trail—Alexei
__ keeps running into the outgoing and charismatic hiker with golden-brown eyes,
”A"”A s d again and again. It might be coincidence. Then again, maybe there’s a reason the
trail keeps bringing them together

Cleat Cute by Meryl Wilsner

Grace Henderson has been a star of the US Women’s National Team for ten years,
even though she’s only 26. But when she’s sidelined with an injury, a bold new
upstart, Phoebe Matthews, takes her spot. 22-year-old Phoebe is everything Grace
isn’t—a gregarious jokester who plays with a joy that Grace lost somewhere along
the way. The last thing Grace expects is to become teammates with benefits with
JENE this class clown she sees as her rival. Phoebe Matthews is too focused on her first
season as a professmnal soccer player to think about seducing her longtime idol. But when Grace
ends up making the first move, they can’t keep their hands off of each other.

Settle the Score by Kris Ripper
SEITI.E Aspiring investigative reporter Des Cleary had dreams of a better world—one
THE more accepting of people like him—when he broke the story of Orion Broderick’s
scvRE relationship. A story that kicked Orion out of the soccer halls of fame and sent him
: careening into obscurity. Racked with shame, Des abandoned his own career for
Kp1s pippen  9ood. Now working at an LA marketing firm, Des gets a daunting assignment:
recruit Orion for a Pride campaign aiming to get LGBTQI+ kids into sports. Des
finds Orion’s cabin in the snowcapped mountains. Snowed in together, Des and Orion have a
chance to address past wrongs and lost goals. Time and shame have changed them both, but
winter has a way of clearing the way for fresh beginnings.
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Crash Test by Amy James
Twenty-four-year-old Formula 1 driver Travis Keeping is halfway through an
incredible racing season, with the championship well within his sights. But when a
® massive crash in Formula 2 leaves driver Jacob Nichols in critical condition,

' Travis’s world is flipped upside down. No one knows, but he and Jacob have been

FOVaNY: = dating for almost a year. As the F1 season barrels on, Travis and Jacob find
themselves alone and miserable on opposite sides of the globe. But with some new

friends by their sides, both drivers will be pushed outside of their comfort zones and onto a
journey of self-discovery—one that just might lead them back to each other in the end.

CRASH

The Shots You Take by Rachel Reid

After moving back to his hometown ten years ago, Riley Tuck thought he had left
his major league hockey career—and his broken heart—far behind. But when an

~ unexpected tragedy strikes, it brings ex-teammate and former best friend with
benefits Adam Sheppard back into his life. Coming to the small town of Avery
River, Nova Scotia, might have been a mistake. Adam’s not sure he’ll ever win
back Riley’s trust after the way they left things—and the attention he’s getting as a
huge hockey star isn’t exactly helping. Yet the chemistry that crackles between them is
undeniable, even now.

How You Get the Girl by Anita Kelly

When a smart-mouthed junior joins East Nashville High’s basketball team, Coach
Julie Parker’s ready for the challenge. What she’s not prepared for is the teen’s
new foster parent, a super-hot ex-WNBA baller and star of Julie’s fantasies. Julie
knows the cool and confident Elle Cochrane is way out of her league. But despite
being completely tongue-tied around her, somehow Julie persuades Elle to step in
as her assistant coach. As Elle helps Julie navigate dating life, lines grow
increasingly blurred, and the two must decide whether they’ll stay on the sidelines—or finally
take their shot.

| ANITA KELLY

The Long Run by James Acker

Sebastian Villeda is over it. Over his rep. Over his bros. Over being "Bash the
Flash," fastest sprinter in South Jersey. His dad is gone, his mom is dead, and his
stepfather is clueless. Sandro Miceli is too nice for his own good. The middle child
in an always-growing, always-screaming Italian family, Sandro walks around on a
broken foot to not bother his busy parents. All he wants is to get out and never look
back. When a party that gets busted brings these two very different boys together,
neither of them could’ve predicted finding a love that they’d risk everything for.
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The 7-10 Split by Karmen Lee

For teacher Ava Williams, some subjects are not up for debate. Like history—
specifically, the one she has with Grace Jones, bowling pro and local celeb. Once

® upon atime, they were thick as thieves, best friends, rivals who pushed each other,
™ and total bowling nerds. Then they shared a kiss, sweet and confusing and after

{ that, they split and nothing was ever the same. Now they’re expected to be partners
and Iead their new bowling team to victory in six months. And with that, their rivalry is back.
Fierce, ultracompetitive and with an undeniable attraction that pushes, pulls and crashes together.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ The Prospects by K.T. Hoffman

Gene lonescu has always loved baseball, a sport made for underdogs and optimists
like him. He also loves his team, the minor league Beaverton Beavers, and, for the
most part, he loves the career he’s built. As the first openly trans player in

% professional baseball, Gene has nearly everything he’s ever let himself dream of—
that is, until Luis Estrada, Gene’s former teammate and current rival, gets traded to
the Beavers destroying the careful equilibrium of Gene’s life. Gene and Luis can’t manage a
civil conversation off the field or a competent play on it, but in the close confines of dugout
benches and roadie buses, they begrudgingly rediscover a comfortable rhythm. As the two grow

closer, the tension between them turns electric, and their chemistry spills past the confines of the
stadium.

Book list created by Burlington Public Library 1/15/2026



