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President’s Message: 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
We need you!  We really need you! 
 
It's the time of year for the Book Sale.  This is one of 
our most important fund raising efforts that we have 
and we really need some help  this year with the prep, 
set up and running of the Book Sale this year.   
 
Please take a moment to look at the schedule for the 
October Book Sale below and stop in to the Library 
and sign up.   
 
One special need we have is for someone to help with 
getting the books into flats and on carts to be moved 
downstairs. If you have some time over the next 
couple of weeks call the Library and speak to 
Susanne and see how you can help us. 
 
Wednesday October 24                   

7pm to 9pm Setup 
Thursday October 25       

Members Night 5pm to 9 pm 
Friday  October 26   

10am to 2:30pm  and 2pm to 6pm 
Saturday October 27 

10am to 2:30pm  and 2pm to 5 pm 
Sunday October 28th 

1pm to 5pm 
Monday October 29th        

Packing up 10am to noon 
 
Don't forget to come to the Book Sale on October 25th 
thru 28th.   
 
Remember Members Night is Thursday starting 
5PM. 
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�  Audio Books now in more exciting 

formats – page 2 
�  Chairs Gone Wild – page 2 & 3 
�  Changes for Borrowers -  page 3 
�  Rosetta Stone language program  – 

page 3 
�  Upcoming exhibits – page 4 
�  Children’s Programs – page 4 
�  Our Book Groups – page 5 
�  Computer Workshops -  page 5 
�  Upcoming Adult Programs – page 6 
�  2007 Clip and Save Calendar – page 7 

Friends’ Wish List: 
The following items are needed for our ongoing 
work on behalf of the Library.  If you are able to 
donate any of these items, please contact 
Anita Smith at (781) 272-1352, or 
<varsity@rcn.com> 

·  reams of copier paper – white or colored 
·  first class postage stamps 
·  packing tape (we have dispensers) 
·  boxes of #10 business envelopes 
·  permanent markers – dark colors/medium 

point 
·  heavy duty box cutters 
·  self-adhesive mailing labels 
·  You! As a volunteer!  
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This summer was a busy time at the library.  Almost 
900 children and teens participated in the Summer 
Reading program. “Catch the Beat” was the theme and 
music notes encircled the library illustrating the hours 
read by participants.  

Reference, computer use and meeting rooms were all 
busy as well.  Technical Services ordered and 
prepared 3500 new items for the collection this 
summer.  The Circulation staff was extremely busy 
checking out over 97,000 items from June through 
August, as well as processing all the requests to and 
from other libraries.   

We also completed our five year long range plan 
which has been filed with the Board of Library 
Commissioners.  This plan helps us to determine the 
direction that the Library will take over the next five 
years.  Among the focuses will be technology, 
marketing and lifelong learning.  For a look at the 
complete plan ask at the Reference Desk. 
 
Overdrive Downloadable Audio Books 
 
Have you tried this new format?  Patrons who have 
tried it love it.  You can download a digital audio book 
to your computer, listen to it on your mp3 player or in 
many cases, burn it to a CD.  All of this can be done 
from home and at a time that is convenient to you.  
There is something for everyone in the collection, 
which grows larger each month.  If you haven’t tried it, 
you’ll want to give it a look.  Go to the library’s 
webpage at www.burlingtonpubliclibrary.org and click 
on the Overdrive icon.  The directions and lists of titles 
are easily accessible.  I’m sure you’ll be pleased. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Library Chairs Gone Wild !!!   
 
In what we hope will become an annual event, local 
artists have transformed a number of old library 
chairs into stunning works of art which are on 
display in the library now!  The chairs will be 
auctioned off to the highest bidder in a month-long 
“silent auction” beginning October 15, 2007. All 
proceeds will go to the library’s Furniture Fund. 
  
To Bid on a Chair: 

·  Register at the front desk any time after Oct. 
15 and receive a number (bids will be 
anonymous.) 

·  Write your number and the amount of your 
bid on the clipboard for the chair you want. 

·  Check back often to see if your bid is still 
the highest.  Bid as often as you like! 

·  Highest bidder listed at 8 p.m. on Thursday, 
November 15 will be the winner. 

  

 

 
Come by and see the chairs at the Library 
today! 

From the desk of Lori Hodgson,  
Library Director…  
�



 
 
The Friends set up our tent (well, actually Steve’s 
tent) for exhibits on the Common in August for 
Burlington Pride Day and for Burlington Arts on the 
Common. 
 
Pictured above is our First Annual “Chairs Gone Wild!” 
on the Common. 

 
And although we have a great offering of decorated 
chairs for this Fall we are already collecting “new” old 
chairs for our next “Chairs Gone Wild!”   Artists 
interested in participating are welcome to leave their 
names and contact information at the Circulation Desk 
or e-mail Bob Abruzzo at rabruzzo@rabruzzo.com . 
 
Rosetta Stone Online Language Software 
Available at Library 
 
Rosetta Stone’s Instant Immersion approach to 
language learning will get you conversing in your new 
language in no time!  Choose from English, U.S or 
U.K., Spanish, Spain or Latin America, German, 
Russian, French, Italian or Greek. 
 
Log in from home with your library card number for 
registration information to take this exciting approach 
to learning a foreign language. 
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Upcoming Changes for Borrowers 
 
The Circulation Policy was recently 
reviewed and the Board of Library Trustees 
has approved the following changes which 
will begin October 15, 2007: 
 

·  Two renewals  if no one else is 
waiting borrowers will be allowed to 
renew it a second time, rather than 
just once.  If you know you can’t 
return an item on time, you can 
renew it for another loan period, 
either by phone or over the internet, 
to avoid incurring a fine.   

·  One week loan for Magazines and 
CD-ROMS rather than two weeks.  

·  No more “Grace Period”  – 
Burlington has traditionally not 
begun charging a fine until an item 
was 3 days overdue.  Fines will be 
charged from the first day the item is 
overdue. 

·  Fines increase to $1 per day on 7-
day books and 3-day films.   All 
other fines will remain unchanged: 5 
cents a day per book, 50 cents a day 
per film. 

 
PLEASE NOTE that the Burlington Public 
Library has not increased its fines in more 
than 20 years.  We hope you’ll agree that 
some change is appropriate.    
 
We also accept “in kind” donations to the 
Food Pantry in lieu of fines all year round. 
 

We need your e-mail address! 
 
If you are receiving your copies of the 
Library Connection by ordinary mail we 
would like to be able to e-mail it to you. 

It will be a big money-saver for the Friends 
if we can e-mail the newsletter to you. 

Drop an e-mail to Bob Abruzzo at 
rabruzzo@rabruzzo.com . 
  



 

Exhibits 
 
October, 2007 –   

Nature Photographs by D.K. Rathore in the 
Gallery. 

“History of Burlington Firefighting” in the 
glass display cases 
 
November, 2007 – both the Gallery and the 
glass display cases are currently available. 
 
December, 2007 – 

“Photographs of Emerging Musicians”, by 
freelance rock photographer Karen West, in 
both the Gallery and the glass cases. 
 

EXHIBIT SPACE Available  

As earlier noted, thanks to the Friends 
fundraising, the library now boasts a handsome 
new system for displaying art work on the 
walls.  If you are a local artist who would like to 
show your work, either there or in the glass 
display cases at the entry and exit lobbies of 
the building, the library is interested in hearing 
from you.  To schedule a display of your 
artwork or an interesting collection, contact 
Assistant Director Susanne Sullivan at 781-
505-4985, or ssullivan@burlmass.org. 
 

Donate your old cell phone  

Do you have an old cell phone that you don’t 
know what to do with?  Now you can drop it off 
at the Library.   We will have a box for cell 
phone drop off and will be participating in 
MassRecycle’s Cell Phone Donation Program.   

They collect only the phone ; please do not 
bring batteries or chargers.                                                                                                                            

Through this program, donated used cell 
phones will be refurbished and put to further 
use.  Many are donated to shelters for abused 
adults and children so that they may have 911 
communications. Some are donated to patients 
waiting for an organ transplant.   Other phones 
are sent to areas where there are no land lines.  
Those that cannot be refurbished are disposed 
of in an environmentally-responsible manner.   

For more information stop by or call the 
Reference Desk at 781-270-1691. 
 

Programming for Children 
 
Tuesday, October 30, 6:45 p.m. and Wednesday, 
October 31, 10:30 a.m., “Halloween Puppet 
Show”. The King is tired of the magic shows 
Warburton the Wizard performs on Halloween, but 
what he gets instead is quite a surprise! Children 
are invited to come in costume. 
  
 

Storytimes, Fall 2007 
 
"Baby Time"  
for birth to 18 months 
(with caregiver) 

Fridays at 11:00 a.m.  
 

"Toddler Time" 
for 18 to 36 months 
(with caregiver) 

Tuesdays at 11:00 a.m. 
or 
Wednesdays at 10:15 a.m 

"Three's and Four's 
Time”  for 3-4 years  
(with caregiver) 

Tuesdays at 10:15 a.m. 

"Pajama Storytime" 
for families with 3-7 
year olds 

Tuesdays at 6:45 p.m. 
 

 
Schedule Change Alert:   Because of the book 
sale there will be no storytimes Wed., Oct. 24 – 
Fri., Oct. 26. We will have one storytime (no age 
restriction) each of the following weeks: 
Thanksgiving Week, Tuesday, Nov. 2; the week 
before Christmas, Tuesday, Dec. 18. Both will be 
held at 10:30 a.m.  There will be no other 
storytimes during those weeks.      
 
Scrabble Club 
  
Scrabble Club, for students in grades 4-8, will meet 
Tuesday afternoons, 3:30-4:45 p.m. beginning October 
2nd. Learn to play Scrabble or improve your game.  
Learn new words, meet new people, and have fun! 

 
 



Computer Workshops Offered at 
the Library 
Library Catalog  – Learn to use the library’s on-line 
catalog in just one hour! Learn how to search for 
items, access your library account, renew and 
reserve items.  This class is offered regularly on 
different days of the week, and at various times 
during the day. Next class: Wednesday, October 
10 from 11 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.  and Thursday, 
November 29 from 11 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.  

Navigating the ’Net 1  – A first look at the Internet. 
Learn about web sites and search engines. Next 
class: Wednesday, October 17, Wednesday, 
November 14, and Wednesday, December 12 
from 1:15 - 2:30 p.m.  

Navigating the ’Net 2  – A deeper look at the 
Internet. More practice in searching the Internet, 
look up movies and TV programs. Check the news; 
get tax forms, read restaurant reviews, and more! 
Next class: Wednesday, October 31, Wednesday, 
November 28, from 1:15 - 2:30 p.m.  

Health Care Information on the Internet – 
Discover some useful websites and learn how to 
evaluate what you find there. Offered on different 
days of the week and at various times during the 
day. Next class: Thursday, October 18 from 1:30 
– 2:30 p.m. 

Database Workshop  – Learn what an online 
database is and how to access from home or at the 
library. Using our databases, learn how to find 
magazine and newspaper articles, take practice 
exams for SATs, GREs, civil service and many 
other exams, read book reviews and entire books 
online, gather business information and sales leads. 
Next class: Tuesday, October 23 and Tuesday, 
December 11 from 7 – 8:30 p.m. 
 
Email  – Set up a free Yahoo! email account and 
learn how to use it. Pick up a “How-to” brochure at 
the Reference desk on the second floor and/or ask 
for a one-on-one lesson with a librarian. 
  
IMPORTANT – Class participants MUST be able to 
use a mouse.  If you need help learning to use a 
mouse, speak to a reference librarian:  we have 
tutorials and other sources that can help. 
 
All computer workshops are FREE, but you must 
register in advance  by calling the Reference Desk 
at 781-270-1691. 
 

Book Discussions for Adults 
 
The Last Wednesday Book Group  

Join us on TUESDAY October 30 for a 
discussion of Dashiell Hammett’s “The 
Maltese Falcon”  from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the 
Library Director’s office.  We’ll discuss both 
the book and the classic film of the same 
title which starred Humphrey Bogart.  
Hammett created the original tough, wise-
cracking detective and his book is a good 
one! Gloria Slomczynski will be the 
discussion leader. 

On Wednesday, November 28 readers are 
invited to join in a discussion of Kim 
Edwards’ “The Memory Keeper’s 
Daughter,”  which has been dazzling book 
groups for more than a year now.   Barbara 
Rustenberg will lead the discussion... 

Please note that there will be no evening 
book discussion in December. 

Do YOU have a favorite book that would 
stimulate lively discussion?  Contact 
Susanne Sullivan at 781-505-4985 or 
ssullivan@burlmass.org  if you would like 
to suggest a title and lead a discussion in 
2008. 
 
 
Thursday Morning “Book Talk”  

Book lovers continue to gather at the library 
on the second and fourth Thursday 
mornings of each month, to hear about new 
books in the library’s collection and share 
what they have been reading themselves.   

The Assistant Director puts on a pot of 
coffee at 10:30 a.m. and welcomes all 
those who are free to drop in.   

Upcoming “Book Talk” dates include: 
October 11 and 25, November 8, 
December 13 and 27.  Join us! 
 

 



Entertaining Programs for 
Adults 

 
Did you know that the library offers 
outstanding free programs for adults? 
Scheduled at 7 p.m. on the third Thursday of 
most months, these adult programs are both 
educational and entertaining. Please join us. 
  
October 18, 2007 at 7 p.m. 

On a cold November day, two fishing vessels 
set out from Cape Cod for Georges Bank. 
Soon after reaching the fishing ground, they 
were hit with hurricane force winds and 
massive 60-foot waves that battered the boats 
for hours. Author Michael Tougias will tell this 
incredible story of survival at sea that was the 
basis for his book, Fatal Forecast. 
 
November 15, 2007 at 7 p.m. 

Chef Ellie Deaner has taught cooking for more 
than 25 years and is the author of two 
cookbooks. Ellie was a big hit last year when 
she demonstrated (and the audience 
sampled) many fabulous hors d’oeuvres. Join 
Ellie this year as she demonstrates how to 
make some quick, easy, and delectable 
holiday desserts. 
 
December 20, 2007 at 7 p.m. 

Pianist Alfred Watson will perform selections 
from “The Nutracker,” tell the story behind 
each piece, and relate some interesting 
anecdotes about the ballet and Peter 
Tchaikovsky. Enjoy a relaxing celebration of 
the holiday season! 
 
 
Programs are sponsored by The Friends of 
the Burlington Public Library. They are free of 
charge and wheelchair accessible.  
 

 

Hear and meet Burlington 
Best Selling Author 

Stephen Puleo 
 
Stephen Puleo is the author of The 
Boston Italians: A Story of Pride, 
Perseverance and Paesani, from the 
Years of the Great Immigration to the 
Present Day, which was published by 
Beacon Press in April 2007.  
 
His previous books include Due to 
Enemy Action: The True World War II 
Story of the USS Eagle 56 and Dark 
Tide: The Great Boston Molasses 
Flood of 1919, a critically acclaimed 
Boston-area bestseller  
 
The Friends of the Burlington Public 
Library and the  Burlington Sons of 
Italy will jointly sponsor an 
appearance by Puleo at the Library on 
Monday, October 22nd at 6:45 PM. 
 
For more information about Steve 
Puleo check his web site at 
http://www.stephenpuleo.com/   
 
 

 

 



 
 
  
 

Day Date Event 

Mon. 10/15 Friends Meeting – 
7:00 PM 

Mon 10/15 Begin accepting bids 
for “Chairs Gone Wild” 

Thurs. 10/18 
Adult Program – 7:00 
PM Fatal Forecast – 
Michael Tougias 

Mon. 10/22 
Stephen Puleo 
The Boston Italians 
6:45 

Wed. 10/24 Fall Book Sale Setup 
7-9 

Thurs. 10/25 Fall Book Sale 
Members Night 5-9 

Fri. 10/26 Fall Book Sale 10-5 
Sat. 10/27 Fall Book Sale 10-5 
Sun. 10/28 Fall Book Sale 1-4 

Thurs. 11/15 

Adult Program – 7:00 
PM Delectable 
Desserts – Ellie 
Deaner 

Thurs 11/15 
“Chairs Gone Wild” 
winning bids 
announced 

Mon. 11/19 Friends Meeting – 
7:00 PM 

Thurs. 11/29 Online Library Catalog 
– 110:00AM 

Mon. 12/10 Friends Meeting – 
7:00 PM 

Thurs. 12/20 
Adult Program – 7:00 
PM The Nutcracker – 
Alfred Watson, pianist 

 
Of the Burlington Public Library 

Mail to:  Friends of the Burlington Public Library, 22 
Sears St., Burlington, MA 01803 

 
Check below if you are interested in helping with: 

   ____ Adult Programs 
   ____ Book Discussions 
   ____ Book Sales 
   ____ Bake Sales 
   ____ Children’s Programs 
   ____ Fundraising 
   ____ Membership Drive 
   ____ Publicity 
   ____ Young Adult Programs 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Name  
 
______________________________________ 
Address  
 
______________________________________ 
City, State, Zip  
 
______________________________________ 
Home phone  
 
______________________________________ 
Business phone  
 
______________________________________ 
Email address (for meeting and activity reminders)  
 
Annual Dues (for 2007 calendar year) 
____Family $12  ____Individual $10  ____ Senior $7 
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Be A Friend! 
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